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Operations Trustee Jo Ollis’s food drive experience.  

I visited St Marys School in Beaconsfield in October to speak during their harvest festival assembly. 

I was taken aback as the children either sang rapped and recited unique poems and songs they had devised all about One Can Trust. 
There wasn’t a rendition of cauliflowers fluffy cabbages green to be heard. it made me feel very emotional. 

At the end of assemble a parent Mrs Shannon Wagner approached me and said how my speech had touched her and what could the parents and children do to help further...? I asked if they would cover a whole day holding a food drive at the Sainsbury’s Supermarket just down the road from the school, to raise our stocks of particular foods we desperately needed...?

I then contacted Sainsbury’s and they kindly agreed, but they probably didn’t realise like me at that point what an incredible  journey we were embarking on... 
The Saturday night before the drive Sainsbury’s kindly allowed me to fill two huge shopping trolleys with all the items we were desperate for: tinned meats, corned beef, ham , minced beef, stewing steak, every kind of cooking sauce, tinned potatoes and vegetables and long life milk. I stacked those trolleys so high I could hardly push them!!!
Sunday morning the 1st December dawned... Shannon and I set up camp in the foyer, to say we took over is probably an understatement!!! 

We had One Can Trust banners everywhere that the children had made, they really were the most beautiful posters. I organised high visibility  tabards for the children, we even had one especially converted into a dog coat for my Labrador Indie, thanks to my friend Linda and her sewing machine !!

We were leaving no stones unturned re melting the hearts of Sainsbury’s shoppers that day.... 

From the very start we had a stream all day long of enthusiastic St a Marys children and parents arriving to help. They worked tirelessly throughout the day singing carols and asking shoppers as they entered the store to please buy a can of food from the trolleys we had strategically positioned. 

Even Indie did her bit... she had a constant flow of admirers literally laying on the cold floor with her stroking her. I brought two huge carrots with me to sustain her through her mornings work (her favourite snack). Shoppers were asking if they could give her a “treat “.

I would snap off a bit of the carrots and they would feed her. one child said she must be part Reindeer as she likes carrots so much!!!

I have never seen shopping trolleys deplete so quickly; we were constantly re stocking all day long!!

The children and parents kept coming, and asking shoppers to donate food, more food kept topping up those two trolleys,  Shannon kept singing with groups of children and we had literally a fleet of volunteers Rosy, Annabelle, Kieran and Lisa turn up at the end of the day to take all of the food to the warehouse, their cars were literally filled to the gunnels!!!

It was an incredible atmosphere from start to finish, the children jingled little bells and the donation tins all day long and sang their hearts out.. we raised an incredible £206 in cash and guesstimated that we had around £1200 worth of the foods we were in desperate need of donated!

An incredible day that will never be forgotten was had, the atmosphere in that foyer was magical. I thank Sainsbury’s and the children/ parents from St Marys School from the bottom of my heart as they achieved something incredibly special that day... oh and Indie too 🐾 They all helped feed our vulnerable clients foods that will sustain them and keep their tummies fuller for longer over the cold weeks to come... but, the money they raised will go towards the changes we want to make at our warehouse next year to enable us to invite our clients to visit the warehouse for open mornings and evenings where they can select their food themselves.  We can provide them with a hot drink and a piece of cake and chat with them to see where they are struggling... but most importantly we hope to put in place an infrastructure where we can take in and store, a larger volume of end of day fresh foods from local supermarkets by sending an army of our lovely volunteers out to collect perfectly good food that would simply have been thrown away. These foods will be instantly frozen or refrigerated where appropriate then given out to our clients to supplement the cans of food we provide... 
The Trustees hope to implement this new and exciting project by Spring next year, but to convert the warehouse into a habitual space that’s warm and welcoming and doesn’t leak with lots of fridges and freezers will take a lot funds... but the children of St Marys school and Indie Ollis of course 🐾🐾 have just taken us a few baby steps further forward in making that dream a reality, and I thank them from the bottom of my heart.... thank you to, to Shannon Wagner for approaching me that day and extending the hand of help.... There is an old saying ...“A picture says a thousand words”..
 
I will leave the children and Indie to melt your hearts too this Christmas.
Wishing all our supporters a happy and peaceful Christmas from all of us at One Can, and .... from our client’s full tummies this Christmas, we say a massive THANK YOU 🙏 


